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WATER

“It was early Saturday morning when I received a 
call from Beth. (Beth Tevlin, Executive Director 

of the Wabash Valley Community Foundation). 
The water was still rising and we didn’t 

know the full extent of the emergency, 
but we knew it was bad. ‘What do 

you need?’ she asked. I was so 
impressed. Here we were in 

the middle of a major 
disaster and we had an 
offer of any kind of help 
we needed. Beth was the 

first to call. On behalf of 
the Wabash Valley Community 

Foundation, she informed me that 
an emergency grant of $50,000 had 

been authorized for the Wabash Valley 
Red Cross. I was shocked. Not in my 21 

years in the Red Cross office, have I faced 
anything of the scope of this emergency. 

Nor have I received such an immediate and 
generous offer of assistance. This emergency 
grant from the Wabash Valley Community 
Foundation just goes to underscore 
how important the Foundation is to 
the entire community.” 
      - Carol Stevens, Executive Director     
            of the Wabash Valley Chapter of  
    the American Red Cross

“When I heard about the flooding that was threatening the 
Wabash Valley, I knew that we as the Community Foundation 
had to do something and we had to do it quickly. That 
is when I started calling the Community Foundation’s 
Executive Committee members to see what they were 
thinking. Everyone I spoke with agreed that the Foundation 
must support the relief quickly and decisively. That is when 
we decided to donate $50,000 to the American Red Cross. 
When I called Carol Stevens with our offer of assistance, 
she was in the midst of finding out just how widespread the 
devastation was. Although the extent was still unknown that 
morning, Carol knew that the financial burden upon the Red 
Cross would be unmanageable. I know she was relieved to 
hear that we would be providing financial support. We are 
the Wabash Valley Community Foundation. The Valley was 
in desperate trouble and we had the resources to help out. 
It is a case of a neighbor helping a neighbor; it is just on a 
much larger scale.” 
             - Beth Tevlin, Executive Director of the 
              Wabash Valley Community Foundation       
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Woodsmall Road collapsed Saturday morning. 

Kroger gas station on south 3rd Street.

Springhill Drive between 3rd and 7th Streets.
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Wabash Valley Community Foundation 
Flood Relief Fund Continued...

The Wabash Valley Community Foundation Flood Relief grant 
is the largest emergency grant ever given by the Foundation. 
“It is the second largest grant the Foundation has ever given,” 
stated Tevlin. “Within four to six hours of hearing about the 
massive flooding, the Foundation had acted. It was an 
emergency and called for immediate action. People were  
losing their homes, their neighborhoods, everything. It was 
time to step in and step up. Fortunately the Foundation had 
the resources to act quickly.”

Tevlin further stated, “Although it is a tragic way in which to 
learn, this flood serves to reinforce the importance and value 
of unrestricted funds within the Foundation. Due to the past 
generosity of our donors, we had available to us the funds 
necessary to meet this overnight development. While the 
Foundation certainly looks to the future, this flood shows us 
that For Good is not only For Ever, but For Good also needs 
to be Right Now.

"It will take weeks, months, and in some cases, years for our 
communities to recover from the devastation which started 
on June 7th and is still continuing. The Red Cross has a 
monumental task before it with housing, meals, clean-up, 
and helping our communities heal. Ideally, it never would have 
happened, but it did. I’m thankful the Foundation was able to 
help alleviate some of the burden.”

“The Wabash Valley Community Foundation was the first to 
call and the largest donor yet. So far the Red Cross has met 
with over 600 families seeking individual family assistance for 
such needs as groceries, clothes, short-term lodging, bedding 
and critical medications. We’ve served over 33,000 meals 
and snacks, and provided over 50,000 bulk items such as 
clean-up kits, personal hygiene kits, bottled water, bleach, 
insect repellant, tarps and gloves to those in need. Our Red 
Cross nurses have made almost 1,500 health contacts and 
our professional mental health workers have made 540 
mental health contacts. We have obligated over $455,000 
in response to this disaster. The Red Cross has a 
commitment and the Community Foundation has helped 
us meet that commitment.” 
           - Carol Stevens, Wabash Valley Chapter Red Cross

Anyone wishing to assist with the flood relief may make 
donations payable to the Wabash Valley Flood Relief Fund 
in care of the Wabash Valley Community 
Foundation, 2901 Ohio Blvd., 
Terre Haute, IN 47803

A frequently asked question of the Wabash Valley Community 
Foundation office staff is, “How do we write a good letter of 
intent?” It is an excellent question and a very important one.  
If the letter of intent, the first step in applying for a grant, 
does not meet the requirements and/or gain the attention 
of the readers, the opportunity for receiving funding for the 
project is lost.

Here are a few important suggestions to assist in making 
those important letters of intent better and more likely to 
move the proposal to the next step in funding.

1. Read the Application and Guidelines.
 • Follow the directions carefully.
 • Call the Community Foundation Office if you have questions. 

2. Make sure your organization is designated by the IRS as a  
 501(c)(3).
 • 501(c)(3) status is a requirement in order to be a grant recipient.
 • Call the Community Foundation office if you have questions  
  about your IRS status.

3. Know what grants and money amounts are available from  
 the Community Foundation which serves your county.
 • Review the most recent Community Foundation Annual Report.
 • Visit our website www.wvcf.com.

4. Be sure to provide in your letter the following information:
 • Name, address and telephone number of contact person

5. Submit your letter on ONE page. 
 • Avoid a letterhead or unnecessary headings.
 • Use the full page for meaningful information pertinent to your request.
 • Be brief, concise, and to the point.
 • Anything over one page will not be read.
 • Do not include attachments.
 • Make it compelling for the reader.

6. Be specific about how much money you are requesting.
 • Open-ended requests are generally not invited to submit a full proposal.
 • Include the anticipated overall cost of the proposed project or program.
 • Include other sources of funding which will support your project or program.
 • Be realistic; research the costs and know what you really need.
 • Note: The Community Foundation generally does not fund 100%  
  of the budget for a project or program.

7. Seek to build partnerships and collaborate rather than  
 duplicate what others are doing.
 • Cooperative efforts increase the chances of receiving funding as  
  well as increase the impact of your project or program.

8. Meet the deadline for submission.
 • Late submissions will not be read.

The letter of intent is very important; it is the first impression 
your program or project makes upon the Foundation in 
your county. Make sure that impression is a good one – 
concise, realistic, informative, and complete.

If you have submitted a letter of intent in the past which was 
not chosen to move forward to the full proposal stage, feel free 
to contact the Community Foundation office to talk about how 
you can improve upon your next letter of intent.

F.A.QHow to Write Better 
Letters of Intent

The Terre Haute South Vigo 
baseball team parked by the ball field before the flood. When they  
returned from the Evansville Semi-State, here is what they found.
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April 1 - June 30, 2008
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Betty Jane Austin
    Patrick & Mary Cahill
    John S. & Kris Newlin

Jennifer Rene Rodgers Beck
    Wright, Shagley & Lowery

Murlege Bruce Bensinger
   Mr. Mark A. Howell
   Terry & Beth Tevlin

Camille Berniard
    Mr. Mark A. Howell

Col. Lawson D. Bramblett Sr.
    Mrs. Eleanor J. Bramblett

Harold "Hap" Carmichael
    Mr. & Mrs. Harold Medsker

Charles Casey
    Sullivan High School 
  Class of 1973

Marcilena Rose Chervenko
    Wright, Shagley & Lowery

Bettina "Tina" Clem
    Mrs. Mary Beth Eberwein
    Don & Judy Hadley
    Terry & Beth Tevlin

Barbara Collins Colvin
    Abbie & Rachel Faught

Mrs. Golden Modesitt Erdle
    Glenn H.S. Class of 1958

Mary Rose Finley
    Terry & Beth Tevlin

Helena Wesner Gannac
    Ruth Pleasant Kultt & Family
 Bob & Nancy Tomey

David A. Gilman
    Alice & Richard Shagley

Donald Goltry
    Robert & Marjorie Jerry

Charles B. Hall
    Ms. Virginia Strong
   Clay County Chamber 
  of Commerce

Lawrence Hayes
    Fred & Martha Slopsema

Jean Hoilman
    Mr. & Mrs. James Landes

Mary Margaret Flesher Jackson
    Terry & Beth Tevlin

Julia Kelly
    Ms. Judie Dierdorf
    Mr. Kyle Fuqua
    Ms. Kelsey Fuqua

Lela Black Kohler
    Abbie & Rachel Faught

Joseph Kostyo
    Dever Distributing   
  Company Inc.

Howard Mathas
    Dr. & Mrs. Doyle Stephens

Laura Brooke McDonald
    Jim & Mary C. Gephart
    Dr. & Mrs. Rodney D.   
  McDonald

Charles E. Meyers
    Wright, Shagley & Lowery

Shirley Meyers
    Terry & Beth Tevlin

Cindy Mitchell
    Mr. & Mrs. Gary Hendrick
    Bill & Sally Stewart
    Mr. & Mrs. Leo Swinford
    Mr. & Mrs. Scott Swinford

Janet Newman
    Ms. Mary Ellen Adams
    Mr. & Mrs. James F. Bailey
    Terry  & Jean Baughn
    Mr. & Mrs. D.E. Bowers
    Dr. Mary Ann Carroll
    Mr. & Mrs. Christopher English
    Mr. & Mrs. Gary L. English
    Wanda & Ron Farlin
    Mr. Mark A. Howell
    Bobbi Froderman 
    Joan Kasameyer
    Mr. & Mrs. David C. Keith
    Bill & Bonnie Kemper
    Ms. C.B. Langford
   Mr. & Mrs. Tom Miller
    William & Carol Morris
    Mr. Bradley R. Newman
   Mr. William Newman
    Bob & Peggy Osmon
    George & Faye Owens
    Thomas Rentals
    Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Spahr
    Bill & Carole Turner
    Mr. & Mrs. Harry R. Wallace
    Watson Family Foundation

Pat O'Leary
    Dever Distributing Company Inc.
    Mrs. Joan L. Ingram
    Ms. Sharron R. Jolly
    John S. & Kris Newlin
    Mrs. Marilyn W. Pendergast
    Mr. Robert M. Price
    Terry & Beth Tevlin
    Tom & Sally Whitehurst

John E. Oliver
    Dr. Robert H. Puckett

Jonathan Peters
    Mrs. Helen Peters

Paul Pfister
    Katie Bledsoe-Ahrens
    Mr. & Mrs. Rod Heefner
    Terry & Beth Tevlin
    Mr. David J. Wulf

Dorothy Porter
    Ms. Pat Mosher
    Joseph & Annie Qutub
    Ms. Marion G. Young

Leonard Quinlan
    Pentreath House B&B, 
  Laura Savage

Kenneth Raab
    Terry & Beth Tevlin

Mark Reed
    Tom & Nancy Gettinger
    Wright, Shagley & Lowery

Ann Gettinger Retseck
    Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Inskeep

Jeremy Rice
    John, Bev, Jamie, Jay 
  & Paul Christopher

Bob Romas
    Mrs. Doris Romas

George Schoffstall
    Dever Distributing Company Inc.

Henry Monroe Shagley
    Mike, Nicole, Tyler, 
  Madison & Abigail King
    Alice & Richard Shagley

Boadis Simoneaux
    Mr. Mark A. Howell

K.B. & Helen Smith
    Jean Mc Mahan 
 Mr. K.F. Smith

Thomas Steppe
    Terry & Beth Tevlin

Robert Stephens
    Dr. & Mrs. Doyle Stephens

Geneva A. Tenney
    Mr. Mark A. Howell

Don Unger
    Ms. Mildred A. Unger

Carl Walter
    Barbara, Greg, Jeanine 
  & Andrew Kraus

Alexis Williams
    Ms. Jan Showalter

Edward Wright
    Wright, Shagley & Lowery

Karen J. Parco Wright
    Richard & Barbara Alcock
    Anonymous
    Larry & Twyla Coletti
    Steven & Kathy Crichfield
    Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Diehl
    Pamela Earles
    Ms. Jan Farmer & Family
    Jim & Beth Foulkes
    Keith & Susie Francis
    Gordon & Tharon Geckeler
    David & Debbie Greeves
    Don & Judy Hadley
    David & Carol Harrah
    Jim & Judy Hatch
    Mr. & Mrs. G. H. Itamura
    Shirley & Marty Jacksa
    Barbara, Greg, Jeanine &  
  Andrew Kraus
   Mike &  Ann Lawyer
    Norm, Sally & Christine 
  Lowery
    Tom & Annette Miles
    Mr. & Mrs. William E. 
  Mooney
    Terri Niece & Family
    Tim & Mary Ann Nicoson
    Ralph & Jane Parco
   Ms. Donna Parsons
    Don & Bonnie Porter
    Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Raetz
    Ms. Mary M. Rendaci
    Robert & Terri Rendaci
    Ms. Joyce E. Roads
    Fritz & Susan Ferres
    Mr. & Mrs. Trevor J.   
  Scamihorn
    Ms. Suzie Schuyler
    Audrey Snyder
    Jim & Loretta Stark
    Jon & Patricia Stark
    Joe & Barbara Sturgeon
    Jeff & Julie Taylor & Family
    Vigo County Teachers 
  Association
    Ms. Barbara Webster
    Terri & Jeff Williamson

Kimberly Jeanne Fowler Wulf
    Mr. & Mrs. C. Joseph Fowler

TRIBUTES

Pamela J. Hild
    Ms. Josie Swalls

Cliff Crowe
    Cliff & Ina Crowe

Emma L. Thompson
    Mr. Merrill S. Thompson



Memorial Contributions
April 1 - June 30, 2008

Please send this form and your contribution to:  
Wabash Valley Community Foundation 

2901 Ohio Boulevard, Suite 153 
Terre Haute, IN 47803

 $25     

 $50  

 $100

 $250

 $500

 $1,000

 $2,500
 

 My contribution is to support projects in:

         Clay County                  Vigo County

          Sullivan County          All Counties

Name:

Address:

Enclosed is my contribution of:

My contribution is

         in honor of or                in memory of 

Please Notify:

Name:

Address:

    I would like to receive more information about       
     establishing a fund in my family’s name.

(name)

Te
ar
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ff

 F
or

m
 H

er
e

to establish a
new named fund

Gift to the Wabash 
Valley Flood Relief 
Fund

Gift to The 
Dictionary Project

$5,000

Please add my contribution to the following fund.  

(name of fund)

For Students… For Literacy… 
For EVER…

Communication skills, particularly in 
the area of general literacy and reading 
skills, have the strongest impact upon 
any student’s educational future 
success. What better way to increase 
student literacy and potential than 
through the gift of language?

In 2004 the Wabash Valley Community 
Foundation, working with the area Rotary 
Clubs, started the Dictionary Project to give all Clay, Sullivan, and Vigo county 
third graders a dictionary. While the response to this project has been strong, 
the Foundation continues to seek your support to make this literacy tool 
available to area third graders… forever.

To endow a student dictionary forever only costs $40 per student. Of the 
$80,000 necessary to permanently fund the Dictionary Project, $16,000 has 
been contributed. That is only 20% of the money needed to make this gift of 
literacy in the Wabash Valley a reality forever. Imagine giving a student only 
one-fifth of a dictionary; it would only provide him or her with the literary tools 
from “aardvark” to “contumacious.” What about the other 80 percent of the 
words students need to know and use in order to be successful?

One area third grader stated, “Thank you for the dictionary. I use it all the 
time. It helps me spell and find out what words mean when I read. It has really 
helped me in school.”

Won’t you or your organization please give the gift of “literacy, n. the ability 
to read and write; education; an integral tool for learning and success”? 

Contact the Wabash Valley Community 
Foundation with your contribution 
for The Dictionary Project and give 
the gift of literacy to a child.

Steve Williams presents dictionaries at 
Lost Creek Elementary School.

Mike Farr with third graders at  
Deming Elementary School.



5

Wabash Valley Community Foundation in Partnership

In order to encourage access to and success in education 
in the Wabash Valley, the Community Foundation has 
formed partnerships with EASE into Vigo County and 
Sullivan County EASE (Stair Steps to Success). Through 
the leadership of the Foundation, Vigo and Sullivan counties 
applied for and were selected as locations for EASE 
programs as sponsored by the Lumina Foundation under 
the direction of the CF Leads Organization.

While both programs address the required target groups 
– 6th to 8th graders who are in foster care, are court-involved 
or homeless or who are at risk of not achieving long-term 
academic success – the program elements are unique and 
reflect the needs and organizations to be found within the 
two county communities. As one of the focus points of the 
Wabash Valley Community Foundation, positive mentoring 
and increased knowledge of educational opportunities for 
students are integral parts of each program.

EASE into Vigo County consists of eight organizational partners 
– Indiana State University, Ivy Tech Community College, Ryves 
Youth Center, Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College, 21st Century 
Scholars Program, Vigo County Juvenile Probation, the Vigo 
County School Corporation and the Community Foundation. 
The program consists of three major elements – college 
student mentors for the targeted group, advocacy and 
support for students and increased community leadership 
regarding the needs of the targeted groups. The grant has 
resulted in a broader segment of the community becoming 
aware of the issues facing the targeted youth. As one 
member of the Vigo County EASE Committee states, 
“This grant now has individuals talking about the issues 
of homelessness, foster care and court-involved youth.” 
Youth-focused organizations are becoming more involved 
in various venues of reaching these at-risk children. As an 
example of these new partnerships, the Wabash Valley 
Community Foundation is in collaboration focusing on 
5th grade writing improvement known as PALS – Partners 
Advancing Literacy Skills.  

Because of increased awareness from the EASE Grant, more 
students will become aware of the importance of a college 
education and that the 21st Century Scholars Program is 
a viable way to reach that goal. One major objective of the 

EASE into Vigo County is the Community Summit hosted by 
Indiana State University. The purpose of the summit is to 
bring together 80 to 100 individuals, the majority of whom 
deal with youth. The members of the summit include 
nonprofit service providers, personnel from the criminal 
justice and juvenile justice systems, educators and health 
care providers. EASE into Vigo County will coordinate and, 
therefore increase the effectiveness and impact of these 
youth-oriented groups.

In Sullivan County, the target group consists of 6th and 7th 
graders who meet the criteria of homeless, court-involved, in 
foster care, or at-risk academically – either in achievement 
or seeking further education. Upon receiving the EASE Grant 
for Sullivan County, the Wabash Valley Community Foundation 
was unable to find an existing organization within the county 
that had the desire or resources to follow the goals of the 
program requirements. As a result, the EASE planning 
committee formed a new not-for-profit group called Stair 
Steps to Success. One member of the group stated, “Sullivan 
County loves its kids! You just have to look at past grant 
requests from Sullivan County to know that our kids are our 
first priority. We try to help our children to succeed. If we can 
help them on the ‘stairs to success,’ we will.”  

The program model developed and adopted by the SSS 
Committee is one of mentoring. Twenty students will meet 
with 20 or more mentors of all ages and interests in monthly 
group activities which foster positive role models, an 
emphasis upon education and increased awareness of 
the many opportunities for success which are within their 
reach. In cooperation with the 21st Century Scholars, the 
Southwest, Northeast and Rural Academy Schools are 
working with other community leaders to provide the students 
with unique, interesting and educational experiences. 
Jan Wright, Community Foundation Representative to the 
SSS Board, stated, “The outpouring of support from our 
community for this project has been overwhelming. I think 
it will only increase as the public sees the results.”

I believe that many of our children are growing up 
in a world where education is not a priority. 

By bonding with mentors our children are able 
to see the value of education and make 

plans for their future. 
 - James D. Edwards

                            Ryves Youth Center

Indiana State University is thrilled to have 
the opportunity to participate in the EASE 

program. Our students come from very diverse 
backgrounds and have traveled a variety of paths 

to get to college. This program provides an 
excellent opportunity for our students to share 

their personal experiences preparing for and 
selecting a college while encouraging their 

mentees to keep school a priority.
           - Nancy Rogers

Indiana State University



New Funds

Denise D. and John C. Bell Scholarship Fund

Pamela Gresham Angel Fund

John K. and Helen M. Lemry Scholarship Fund

Merom Improvement Association Agency Fund

Janice Hart Modesitt, R.N. Nursing Scholarship Fund

Saint Joseph University Parish Fund

Sullivan City Redevelopment and Improvement Project Fund
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Return Service Requested

The Wabash Valley Community Foundation, in partnership 
with the United Way of the Wabash Valley, has created a 
five-county coalition to focus on long-term disaster recovery. 
The recovery efforts will be focused on Clay, Parke, Sullivan, 
Vermillion and Vigo counties. This partnership unites other 
community foundations, faith based organizations,  
educational institutions, local emergency management  
directors and area volunteers.  

For more information on this coalition, including mission 
statement, operating procedures and meeting minutes 
please visit http://wvltdrc.blogspot.com.  

Contributions to help those who have lost their 
homes or still have unmet needs because of the flooding 
can be sent to the Flood Relief Fund, Wabash Valley 
Community Foundation, 2901 Ohio Blvd, Suite 153, 
Terre Haute, IN 47803. 

 

Support Long-Term 
Disaster Recovery
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